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1. In the larger towns are & number of universities with theoretical institutes

and clinics, which are well directed, are in the hands of 700d scientists, and are
able to give first class instruction. There are in addition a number of special
medical schools in which doctors can be trained. The quality of the training appears
to depend on the size of the town, and in the smaller towns, training is comparatively
bad because neither the facilities nor the teaching personncl are up to the standard
of towns at the other cnd of the scale. There has been talk in medical circles, of
& crisis arising in the medical profession because of the shortage of teaching
personnel. This is understandable when the conditions which prevail in the Soviet
Union are considercd. In the western world, scientifically traincd and qualified
teaching personncl arc chosen in accordance with century old tradition but in Russia,
& new system had to be sct up after the revolution. The immediate aim then was
quantity and not quality, which meant that doctors were not given sufficient training.
This is reflected today in the lack of ability of Soviet doctors, and of so-called
experts in the scientific field. They arc consequently dogmatic in their teaching
ideas, impatient, and arrogant. This also applies to other branches of study. The
crisis begins with cducation at the ordinary schools. In the western world schools
are normelly the preparing ground and basis for academical study; under the communist
regime this 1is not so. Admittedly, efforts have long been made to educate the brains
of the people along scientific lines, but in the ordinary and sccondary schools therc
is a shortage of brains suitable for such training. This is the main cause of the
crisis in the medical faculty. They learn and study according to a system which

does not allow them the esscntial over-all picturc of the subject. For example,

it is as casy to teach any ordinarily intelligent road sweeper the technique of
narkosis as it is to teach a doctor, But one rarcly meets a Russian doctor,

Or even a surgeon, who knows the chemistry of modern means of producing narcotics.x
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¥ The excopticns ‘wers at the university at Irkutsk.
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Because of this, thoy are unable to watch the effect on human organs, or recognize
danger when it appcars. A normal doctor sericusly considers the type of

an& sthetic he will require before he attempts the Operation, and takes into

ageount the condition of the sick person. But in Soviet hospitals a11 Ceperations
are carried cout mechanically. This stubborn adherence to g System of treatment
often has dire results, Fer Cxanmple, in a hospital for sexual diseascs in which

there were g number of youths suffering frenm Syphilis, the standard cure 1aig down
was a salvarsan type of Preparation and g bismuth-quinine breparation which had to
be injected. This trecatment was given, :Mcthor the paticnt could stand it or net.x
2. It should be stressed here that the MSS have the right to assist in the
selection of medical profossors. The first qualification ig always the political
reliability and positive attitude of the doctor to the Scviet State, The
scientific ability of the doctor takes second place, because it is always considerod
by the MSS that 2 professor who ig not loyal tc the regime can casily make usc of his
position as lecturcor to influence the convictions of tho students under hin, Those
who try to work along truc scientific lines, and there arc g few, live in g state of
insecurity. If they are socd and rige above the nornal level, they immediately find
that they have attracted the attention of hizher authorities, ang the MSS. One such
SAYAVLIOSU, y
scientist was an elderly professor named SAJAWLOSCHIN, who was an excellently trained
patholcgist, and unquestionably a pan cf great scientific ability, A few years back
he was responsible for some good work in the Pathological ficld, and was called to
Loningrad, whore he was interviowed by tho MSS and others, praiscd for his work, and
awarded medals ang a cash bonus. lle was thon given a job in Loningrad, and aftor
two years, during which time he was constantly under MSS control, he was again
interviewed ang told that he hag been s:lecteq to travel abroag tc give scientific
lectures. He was then sent as delegate to g number of scicntific ang medical cengress

abroad. Some time later, hc wag tcld that he would net only be oxpected to lecture 25X1
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when he wag abread, byt 7culd alse be called upon to Supply TCPLTTSOnaIIhCEEQ

during his trips, ang ¢btain answers tc brisfg given hinm by the secret sorviee,

The professer refused on the grounds ??at he was not suited for thig type of

work. One yoar later, ho vas tho suﬁjoct cf Prevecation, found guilty of

adopting g disloyal attitude towards the State, ang Sentenced to 10 years in g camp
in Siberia.x

3. The length of Study for the nedical profossion kag been extended to § years,
which are divideg up inte € pericds ¢f ono year cach., 4t the ond of cach pericd
the student has to take an cxaninaticn before he can move con to the next Period, and
wher he has Successfully completed the whole ccurse, he has 4o take a fing)
CXamination in the subjects he hag been studying, The first year is deveted 4
theory in the chemical, Paysics, zZoolegy and betanic branches. Therz are few
docters whe POsSSess more than a fair working knowledge of the laws of modern Physical-
chemistry, they usually et gg far as the Principlos of the Mendelejewson system ang
then stop, having 1it+1c idea of tho elffact thig chemical—physical knorlcdge can have
when applied e the hunan body. In the sceena JIir comos anatony ang Physiology.
The study of anatoery is quite satisf;ctcry, but the tinme allewed for chenical-
Physical physiclcgy is teo short, This is understandable hen it ig roresbered
that chemical-physical physiclogy can only ha abscrbed aftor the Principles of
chemicals ang Physics have Deun Jraspoed bPreperly., Clinical traininz Cirinences

in the thirg year, and includeg pathclogy, interna)l medicin., minor surgery,
therapoutics and midvifery,

4. During the last 10 years, jrobably on ths instructions of the Highest Soviet
efforts havs been nmide te &lorify certain moamhorg of the nedical profession who arc
not particularly briliiant and have no reputation at ihtcrnational level. Amonsy
these arce PAVLOV, PIROGOW, =2nq MENDELEQEJK A number of persons engazed on
Scientific res2arch in the larzor universities, above all ip ¥oscow ang L:ningrad,
have alse been brouzht inte the limeligit in Treeent times, ang amen: these ars
ATy Sa SKi1y FriaToy

SPERANCKE, WYSCHUE/SKT and FILATQW. lie soricus bPerson woulg deny the sciontific

valificationg of thegso Cenparativel wingortant Soviet scientistg hut the very
q Y ’ 3

fact that the term "Wationgl Science" is useq in Russig gives an indicaticn of the 25X1
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narromess of thaeir thinking, Science can never be anything ctherw than
international.
5 Clinical branches of nedicine involving discases of the eyes, ears, throat,
nos2 and skin arc unusually supcrficially dealt vith during the medical training,
but greatsr attention is paid to sexual diseasos Lecause of the official intercst
taken in the subject. The Russians knew nothing ahout orthopaedy, ang their
attitude to childrent's complaints is nost casual,
& It is intoresting to rcecord that during tho ten years after ths cng of the
Second Great War the Russians took steps to incroasc the Supply of literature ang
toxt books on medical subjects. dovevar, bacause they 4id not have sufficiont
qualifieqd experts of thoip o, they were 1t the bcginnin; compelled to mako usec of
translations of medical Publicationsg of the estern world. Arong these was a
considerable Quantity of natorial captured when the Russiang narched inte Germany.
At first the narcs of tho orizinal authors wors retained, but later it became the
custen for Russian prefessers te ogit the translations and then havs them publisheq
under their ovn nauzs, This prinitive forn of Plazriarism wag wndeubtedly done 7ith
‘he appreval if not on thoe instructiong of hizher authority.x Top barty leoaders
later frowmea on the plagiarism, ang ‘anted tc have it stopped. According to
Khrvsheh ey
Russian doctors, thig wvag due to Chruschtschoﬂ's view that they were attracting
unfavourable comment from abroad, One cor twe of the doctors involved in the
Kremlin affair were guilty of the Practice. The nermal sort of medical litorature
Wwhich Cvory EBurcpean surscon cr doctor has on his beokshelvog is not available o
Russian medieal men, who rarcly possess nore than twe or thrae clq and cut-of-date
bocks. Now publications arc new being Publisheq regularly in Moscow, but nct in
Such quantitics that thoy are distributed te the redical profession working away
from the large towns. The sano applies to medical jeurnals which come eut weekly.

Even in the largest hospitals there is nothing Taintly resenbling g medical library,

25X1
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¥ Two bo ks o arcs
Pref, Korning's iGcrmmﬁﬁﬁﬁgzga§j\"Topographical Anatomy", ang one
on eye discasos “ritten by the German oye Specialist Prof, Fucis.
The Russian versbns of the books were straight translations and bore the 25X1

hares of Russian authors.
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